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Casarie, davehter
of a Visigoth King
and wife of the

pishop of Avignon,
Lermit
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On leaving the Atelier hotel, I
start by hunting in the
Magasin. Tons of furniture
and objects at vnbeatable
prices. This shop is located in
a former hotel (the Hotel dv
Midi), which was itself ina
former chapel.

Then, T go vp the rue de la
Foire to reach the place de
I'Oratoire. On the way I say
hello to the Felibre writer
Bruno Eyrié (15 rve de la
Foire), a local figure, and
above all to the mythical couple
Aragon/ Triolet who stayed in
this house in 1942 (7 pl. de
I'oratoire). It was here that
Aragon completed “Les yeux
d'Elsa”. Note La Quéte dv
Graal, an excellent address for
d g0od massage.

I love this square so
much: a hundred-year-old
plane tree, beavtiful
facades, such das those of
the Calvet and
Montanegues hotels, or
of course those of the
Palais de Canilhac. It is
the prestigiovs
Villeneuvve of the 14th to
17th centuries.

uyc

DAV il THE PLACE DE L '0RATOIRE AND THE (OLLINE DES MOURGUES " %““ﬁmﬁ the Top of The
{5

urgued Hifl
I walk vp the montée de la Tour,
undoubtedly one of the most beavtiful
streets in Uilleneuvve. The difference in
altitude adds to its charm. I can't help
but enter the old gardens of the
Palais de Canilhac, now called “la Colline des Mourgues”
(Mourgues means “nung” in Provencal). The view from
the north is fantasticl In my opinion, the most beautiful
view of Villenevve. I immortalize this moment for the
umpteenth time. No wonder that great painters, like
Corot, were in love with this hill. If, like me, you are { .
"rabbits", meaning that you always want to reach the® ="
highest point, You will be rewarded, not with a view, but
with a small chapel, decorated with frescoes, which I
personally am not-crazy abovt. But all tastes
are in the nature. 0n the way down, )
look at the work of our dear local wind, I"‘“"”’JV“"
the Mistral: the trees are leaning.
Impossible to lose the North!
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Ww Gateww’ to France

Back in Rue montée de la Tour, I exchange money at the
hotel of the same name. And yes, Villeneuve had its own
currency vntil 1700... And royal,

Please. Thank yov Charles V. I also observe the remains
of the Orsini Palace visible just before the Tower, on the
Rhone side. Pope Clement VI was one of its famous
OWNErs. 4.
o This hovse now has an

sall Cxcellent table d'hdte

e (Mdison Orsini -

FSll  Reservation required).

L The view of the ity of the
PR i LA Do ¢ s "Cardinal.

The f:nal touch of tlus morn.ng i§ the climb to the top of the

Tour Philippe-le-Bel. 125 steps higher (nobody agrees on the

numberl), T contemplate an vnforgettable 360° view. At the

same time, watchtower, terminus of the Pont d'Avignon,

tollgate, entrance to the Kingdom of France, remaings of a

royal castle... At the top, I feel the weight of the past and

the congiderable strategic importance that this building

must have had in the 14th century.

3 CHARACTERS,
3 HERITAGES

 CLEMENT VI |

PHILIP IV

LUNCH BREAE

ort gave me dng S
see d smnall gmngvette

typical of the 19005,
he 1
located on the banks of the RhOME- T |

foot I
-Movlin i§ at the

vette du Vievx- "
hG;, ‘:hge Tower dnd its feet the water- [/
0

My
This hittle pksslcal eff
v|||en6uve appetite. Perfect, !

t at 1 like very much,

P

The Grail ("W'Ssage) s
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DAYZ |
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The veat NATURE af 2 min.

A digestive stroll is in order. What covld be better than a
stroll along the counter-channel in the Plaine de 1'Abbaye.
Whatever the season, it's a magical walk through the monks'
former farmland.

You start from the Guingvette. Then You choose the duration
short or long version. See the proposal on the right.

At any time, it is possible to go back to the hotel. Each time I
walk around the plain, it is a4 new discovery. A huge 16th
century PLANE TREE, a 300 year old DAK tree (at the end of
the canal), magnificent views of the Fort Saint-André or the
Ventoux, an vnusual pine forest (chemin de la Savoye) ideal for
a sndck, an 18th century MAS (de Bourbon), orchards, fields of
wheat and sunflowers, shared gardens, horses or ponies
(Delphine's)...

If you are lucky, you will even see BEAVERS, or rather their
works. Becavse these little rodents are rather nocturnal
(well, not so little... A good metrel)

For me, the Abbey Plain is a kind of Paradise. During my
walks, how many times have I said "I would so like to live in
By the Plain”.
even if floods are becoming increasingly rare, the plain is in
{§ a flood zone.
)9 So I make the most of it by leaving our beautiful medieval

G city. Each time I measuvre how lucky we are to go from da rich
historical environment to a space of true Nature, all in a
few minvtes.

Villeneuve
BIKE &

Unfortunately, it is an indccessible jewel, because

LISLON

My

Chemin ge 13 Digue

INNER

I like to rent bikes at the
Hotel de I'Atelier and ride
around the Plaine de
I'Abbaye. In the evening, o
[ deserved tapas at the
Barrel or a vegetarian
dinner at Natvrabsolv.
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After a good breakfast (of course at U'Atelier), I head
for the Place dv Bourguet, located just opposite the |
hotel. Besides the beauty of this small square and the
church of St-Pons, I enter the Bourguet district, thag®
Ville Neuve, created in 1293 by Philippe-le-Bel. The ¢
Mont-Andaon was no longer sufficient (Bourg Saint-
André), so the King of France decided to create a

military district at the foot of it. A sort of "mimature
Aigues-Mortes”, the alleys are narrow, straight and
made vp of simple dwellings with no exterior. The

statve of St-Antoine protects the whole. I like to pass
throvgh it rather than vse the main roads. Underneath
its calm exterior, it is not vncommon to see local
residents making vp the world and improvising an
aperitif in the alleys.

The MNain Street

Going up the main street of the village (Rve de la République), several atypical places attract my attention. The 3 dead ends on the left are very cute. One
of them leads to the Chapelle des Pénitents Gris (visitable on request at the Tourist Office). It is a kind of social assistance of the time. It is adjacent to
the former Palais de la Thurroye (Cardinal). Note also the amazing impasse dv Goulet.

Y 2 THE BURGUET DISTRICT (s oy 51
P ‘ .

WA pang carlyy 1hth
« ARovaL BASTIDE » ww

" Dourag
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Y7 2 THE (WARTREUSE pisTRICT
9)

“-‘P N c!i" ulN l\‘g My

The (argest Charterhoude in 00

Europe... Villeneuye
Lla Chartrevse? It is the story of a Cardinal, Etienne

Aubert, who moves away from the hustle and bustle of | NS RS
Avignon, to create a Palace in the peaceful Villeneuve. \ 1\ (EMEWE L “ b E o ‘o o

This cardinal became Pope (Innocent VI). He donates d/\\@~\\(;'ii
P culhwral Necca

his palace to the Carthusian order. This palace became ‘
the largest and most powerful Charterhouse in the la Chartrevse has become d residence for duthors. A red
cvltural bubbling is going on all year long. Its bookshop has

Kingdom. For me, the Carthusian monastery is above
all its 3 cloisters, all with a different charm, the tomb become a reference, with more than 10,000 titles devoted to

of Innocent VI and the frescos of the painter in vogue
at the time, Matteo Giovannetti.

" littéraire St-Jean.

a I@'mmcn BREAK @ i

To ctay in the cardinal atmosphere, I have lunch at
the Divigne, next to the Paldis de la Thurroye. |
Inventive and local vegetarian cuisingl Anot_her idea,
the former Chartrevse mill. Bistro cuisine in a place
1steeped .0 history. Mdison Bronzifi.

_\O,_‘Z like to steoll in the alleys Aut’coundin.g the Chaxtreuse (oBugade,
’ —

N Amelier, gtenietb )! Un the vicinity, therze is also the ice cxeam parclout

wrsoflamio mer

UNATOIDABLE!

g, DTS cHEHARTE ] R B
UBNEUVE LEZ AVISNEN. ¢
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THEPQERRE DE WFMBOURG MISEUM V|||EI\E uye
2 masterpieces and 1 magic cupboard

I regularly visit the Musée Pierre de Luxembourg, at 3 Rue de la République. On the
surface, it seems to be a small provincial museum, showcasing local pdinters, sometimes
famous and sometimes less so. It is in reality a much more prestigious place. There are

2 masterpieces in this former Cardinal's Palace (Ceccano Palace): The Ivory Madonna (a
14th century sculpture on the ground floor, of a rare sweetness) and the Coronation of

the Virgin (altarpiece on 1¢ floor). This second piece is our pride and joy, and its painter,

Engverrand Quarton, is a sort of "local star™ in Villeneuve. No copyist has been able to
reproduce the famous painting, otherwise it would have gone to the Louvre Museum (as

was the case for the Pietd by the same painter). This painting wovld deserve a very long
development. For more deta:ls the library of the hotel inclvdes a book entirely dedicated
to it. P . o

Pierre de Luxembourg was made a Cardinal at
the age of 17, but he was only a Cardinal for 10
months, so extreme were the penances he
imposed on himself. On his tombstone, no less
than 1964 miracles are recorded. Advlated and
Patron Saint of Avignon.

[ also enjoy rediscovering my town and its surroundings through
the testimonies of these painters and sculptors. Saint Andrew's
Abbey was so beavtiful in 1765 in the painting by W. Marlow's
painting. What did we do during the Revolution? The proximity
of the Rhone is also noticeable. When I say that the Hotel de
I'Atelier was in the water at that time, that is no exaggeration.
The Rhone has receded by about $00 metres with the modern
developments.

On the top floor there is also a 17th century ‘magic’ cupboard.
Ask one of the guides to show you its secrets.

£ ““ v‘—
* Wie ¢ -yl
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DAY 2

D ONEE vnlleneuve

THE (OMEGMTE (HURCH OF NOTRE DAME

From one Palace to andther
(llegiate /.

After the Ceccano Palace, I head for
the neighbouring Palace of Arnaud de
Via, nephew of Pope John XXII. Going
from one Palace to another is the
whole story of Villeneuvel

Before continving my walk, I have 4
bite to eat at Violette, one of the 6
bakeries of the House, and located
between the 2 palaces. Everything I
like, local and avthentic products. I
also like the Magie des Paing and
Marcellin bakeries.

[ take the small arched passageway
opposite the Town Hall, and then
enter the Palace grounds. In front
of you, the main building of the
Palace. On the left, the cloister of
the Collegiate Church, built after the
death of the Cardinal by the canons.

. VILLENEUVE LEZ fli/[A/I//

Each time I pass
throvgh this
"secret” passage,
feel like a privileged
person, ds I am
often along in
contemplating this
treasvre of
southern Gothic
architecture.

,.«q'ﬂ

- |

S5 LULESIALE N JANE:
ZLHTRE BTLUYS.
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THE(OMEGMTE (HMR(H OF NITRE DAME

The work o a Cardinal,
and Canonh

Then T enter the Collegiate Church,
originally the chapel of the Palace of
Arnaud de Via. The belfry was added about
30 years after his death. I cannot help but
admire the copy of the Pietd by Enguerrand
Quarton and the recumbent of the Cardinal

Founder in the Chapel of the Relics on the
cloister side.

[ finished my visit with some vnmissable
photos, given the targets: the Portal of
the Collegiate Church, the Place

Meissonnier and the typical arcades of the rue de I'hGpital (former shopping street of Villenevve, with its markets and fairs).

My

cuye

f

L

7 M~

I suggest starting
at the Bdr de ld Mairie, and
continuing with a gald dinner
at L'Emvlsion, or Flo's
Restaurant or Les Jardins de

la Livrée.

DINNER ﬂ

with d beer
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DAY/' 3 N THE BEGNNNG WAS MOINT ANDAON
SRR MH

€8 melver of infimidation g

This morning, my mission is to redch the
highest point of Villeneuve, namely Mont
Andaon. For a change, I prefer to go through
the passage and then the rue des recollets
(named after a former convent). In this
street, I like to look at the beavtiful photo
prints of M. Volponi at L'Evasion Imagitre
(N°15). On the right is the Tourist Office,
located in the former house of the Mattre dv
Port, confirming the close presence of the
Khone. At the end of the street, on the left, I
take the fast slope, which bears its name well.
The climb is steep. But the beauty of this little
calade is well worth the effort. At the junction
with the Montée du Fort (yes, for the choice of 32
the street names, we were pragmatic), I still ™
admire with the same pleasuvre the splendid view
of the City of the Popes and its green belt...
Unless it is that of Villeneuvel o~
More than 1,000 years of quarrelling and jealousy with Avignon began at the top of Mount Andaon

Fort and Abbey
Samt’#ndre
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I like to visit the Fort
first to get a sense of
height. The walkway is a
must. I also love the view
from the Chapelle de
Belvezet, which allows you
to contemplate 4 views in
a row (the fortifications
of the Fort, the Philippe-
le-Bel Tower, the green

DAY 3

wlw i ﬂw STRONGEST?

[ arrive at the foot of the Twin
Towers, impressive entrance

of the fortress. The Capetian
Kings themselves built this
fortress in the 13th and 14th belt and the City of the
centuries, not to live in it, but to Popes).

mark their territory in the face of

Avignon, which was then under the 3 1

control of the Holy Germanic iy

Empire. The speaker is like a brain.

The right-hand side is that of t%efbbey of Sa;nt—

André, an vltra- -powerful Benedictine abbey of the AN “ o e '~ forts, et ' |
10th century (vp to 200 churches and priories Wt il £ i ) B N )
- \3{\ R s £ o < Tt . Tl e 2 = 4

under its control in Provence) and built on the

site of Pilgrimage of St. Casaria (6th century).

The left side is dedicated to the Royal Fort, i.e. the

defence of the town, the abbey and the surrounding areda. & : B ® G\ ‘

Two royal treaties in 1226 and 1292 confirmed this show (NI S\ /

of strength. From then on, Avignon and then the Popes WP ATH ™ b 7

knew this. They had to keep a tight rein on themselves. 5 b ROUND . " W S o -
. e s ~ | 1 h
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Then I go to relax in the Abbaye Saint-

| André. Beyond its remarkable gardens in

' France and its many memorable views, it is
for me a true place of disconnection and
rest. I grab a book and settle into the sun
loungers, always strategically placed in the

. gardens to enjoy a view. Vi N

= A

L W ~ N
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After my visit, I go back to the Place Jean Jaurés via the montée du Fort. On my way, I risk a
M@NTEE DM FORT stiff neck by raising my head at the foot of the Palais Bertrand dv Povget (N°9). It is the best
[ i

p o g preserved Cardinal's Palace in Villeneuve, as is its beautiful roof of lauzes. A bit like San

DAY 3 v

_ N ] 2
TERNOO

The “deseent” oy the 8
Mondée due Fort 7/

~

Gimignano, the dim is to show its power and wealth by gaining height. Mission accomplished: it

far exceeds the neighbourhood.
A little further vp, I like to stop at
Ninie's grocery shop (N°17). Good

_ finds and good local products (honey,
NN olive oils, cheeses, wines, etc.). And
. Virginig is so nicel

el

The Place Jedn Jaur‘eg.as the
place for restavrdnts if
Villeneuve. 1 reguldrly havé
dinner there.
1L\)‘Rf;::gme, La Sdlamandre,
Kashmir, Chez 0Olivier are
| good valves, with d
Wl redasonable budget.

gl
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BONUS N°1

| FREREYE TG S

The Villenerve Fertivals Villenheuvye

Do you like thrillers? I recommend you to come on
the weekend of November 11th.

Do you like theatre?
[ recommend a stay
between the 10th and
20th of July.

These are two moments that I particularly like. Villeneuve is no longer the same, and a ”

effervescence is perceptible. The best thriller writers from all over the world take vp residence in the Chartrevse. It has
become an vnmissable event. On the theatre side, a good dozen quality plays are strategically spread out

%n the village, especially in the Plaine de 1'Abbaye.

T[CKET -~ Dther major events in Villeneuve: FEte Saint-Marc (traditional village festival, last weekend in April), Féte de
e o Vhrchitecture (weekend in mid-October), Les Rencontres d'Avbergine (contemporary art trail, April).
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| RTINS ERREES

I the I),oo"'))tepb of B. OBANA v'“eneuve

The former American President and his family spent
their holidays in Villeneuve-Les-Avignon in June 2019,
with all the craziness that the arrival of such a Head
of State can generate. The national and international
media then discovered Villeneuve-Les-Avignon and the
magical place chosen: the Mas des Poiriers.

This farmhouse is located
on the island de la Motte,
i.e. to the north of the
- iSland of Barthelasse.
gwme, You will hardly be able
@@ to see the 1200 m2
Mas and its 23 ha, but =
Ly You will have an idea of ~ SN
\ the beavty of the :
Environment that the
family has chosen. You

Chateauneuf-du-Pape, market in L'Isle-sur-la-Sorgue,
panorama of the Madeleine cliff (Lioux), escapade in the
Var and in particvlar at Chdteav Saint-Pierre, Chdteau
o easily reach de Tavlaune (wine, golf), Verdon and Bastide de

o the entrance to the Mas by bike or even on foot. Calalov, Chdteav La Coste, Les Baux-de-Provence and
I'll give you the rest of the President's programme: visit to the Palace  dinner at L'0vustav de Baumaniere. Big artilleryl Nice
*. of the Popes, dinner at La Mirande, visit to Chdteav Vavdiev in programme Mister President!
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BONUS N°3 & MY

| T TEETIG SERREE

Bycape Game in Villenewe  \IIEAEUE

Why not visit Villeneuve while having fun? I propose investigations to be carried out in

families or between advlts, in perfect autonomy.

* 0One of them takes place in the Fort via a booklet-game for €2, avdilable on site. Photo 1.

* Another one takes place in the village by picking vp a free booklet available at the
Tourist Office, entitled "The stolen treasvre of V.Heneuve -Lez-Avignon®. Photo 2.

Finally, I would like
to recommend
the survey called
"Saint-André,

la frontiere dv
Royavme “. You can
download it on your
smartphone (type
"Escape app
Villenevve lez
Avignon®. Very
immersive and
educationall Build
Villeneuvve as our
ancestors did!
Photo 3.

oy
The markeds of Villenerwve

[ wouldn't miss the special atmosphere of a local market
for anything in the world, especially when the corner is
called Villeneuve. Perfect! The markets are located 200 m
from the Atelier hotel (Place Charles David).

Thursday is the Provencal market, awarded the "Parasol
d'0r" label, which means that it is one of the best markets
in Provence.

Saturday is the antique market, which over time has become
one of the main flea markets in the region. The best thing
is to finish the morning by ~tas't.ng oysters

with @ good glass
of white wine,
while enjoying the
background music
of a talented .
guitarist. Another
excellent choice is
La Petite Cuillere,
located on the
Place dv Marché.
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Stvoll 1o the pointed carite YWIIICRAEUNE A guided tour of Vitlenesve?

For a change from the plain of the Abbey, I like to walk to the pointed castle from the Hotel de  Sometimes it's so nice to be led by a guide, especially
I'Atelier. T take the Rue de la République, then leave the historic centre to reach the Domaine  when he or she teaches you lots of things and shares
de la Tour (a residence). Y From there, I follow the path described here.  lots of anecdotes.
AWEVqL 9 Beware, "pointed castle” is a big word, In Villeneuvve-Les-Avignon, I have the choice between the
~it's more like a mini watchtower in Tourist Office's programme of guided (thematic) tours
rvins. The goal and the guided tours of the Noctambules. In the 1¢" case,
_of the walk is more the David is most often our guide. The “visit" guide
Ty region. The walk is pleasant, (available online) is dedicated to these guided tours and
} not too long, not too hard, lists them according to the period (low sedason, spring,
5 N PR just enough to stretch your summer). In the 2™ cases, Vincent will be your host and
57N RO S has concocted a daytime visit (Sunday 9am) and a
N AN, i nighttime visit of Villeneuve (Monday pm).

g "»‘"t:;
) /(”/( o
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| T TEETIG SERREE | FERRE TG FEERRaE

The beautijulstory oy Moy YTHENECUYE  Monday Food Trucks
de Carles |

It is impossible for a Villeneuvve
6 6 resident not to know the Mas de

Carles. They will always spedk of it

with pride, as the story is so
beavtiful. It all started with yet another
initiative by Father Joseph Persatin the early
1960s. His wish: to provide a place to be happy.
He found this place in Mas de Carles.

People in difficulty now have a place to
get on with their lives.

Every Monday evening,
I love going to the end

of the Place Charles David |
to choose my evening meal. The principle is simple: tables,
chairs, d good atmosphere and food trucks for all tastes
(French, Mexican, Asian, etc.). While waiting for my order to
be ready, I like to have a drink at Rolling Wines. Music and

winel The best! Christophe is a connoissevr and will advise
You.

More than 60 years later, there are
6 6 about twenty employees in rehabilitation,
about thirty volunteers and more than 80 residents.
Thanks to these people, very good organic and
solidarity products are made avdilable to vs
(cheeses, olive oils, povltry, jams, etc.).

[ highly reEommend a visit. 9 ,
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