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Casarie, davehter
of a Visigoth King
and wife of the

pishop of Avignon,
Lermit
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DAY 1 e Pace b CORTORE AND THE COLUNE DES MatRGUES

MORNING

Brocante, Elsa,
Aragon and
Canilhac  Pw

On leaving the Atelier hotel, |
start by hunting in the
MagasinTons of furniture

and objects at unbeatable
prices. This shop is located in
a former hotel (the Hotel du
Midi), which was itself in a
former chapel.

The Qratary Square
|

Villene

T
iyl

Then, | go up the rue de la
Foire to reacihe place de
I'OratoireOn the way | say
hello to the Felibre writer
Bruno Eyrié (15 rue de la
Foire), a local figure, and

| love this square so
much: a hundrgelrold

above all to the mythical coufl&ne tree, beautiful
Aragon/ Triolet who stayed inf@cades, such as thoselobk at the work of our dear local

this house in 1942 (7 pl. de the Calvet and
I'oratoire). It was here that

d'Elsa". Notea Quéte du Palais de CanilHars
Graalan excellent address fole prestigious

a good massage. _
17th centuries.

Montanégues hotels, oimpossible to lose the North!

Aragon completed "Les yeux©f course those of the

Assaulting the Top of the

Mourgues Hill

| walkup the montée de la Tour

undoubtedly one of the most beautift
streets in Villeneuve. The difference
altitude adds to its charm. | can't helj

but enter the old gardens of the
Palais de Canilhac, now dalledlline des Mourgue

(Mourgues means "nuns" in Provencal). Tranviev
the north is fantastic! In my opinion, the most bec
view of Villeneuve. | immortalize this moment#oh:
umpteenth time. No wonder that great painte
Corot, were in love with this hill. If, like me, ybu a
"rabbits", meaning that you always want to réath
highest point, you will be rewarded, not with a vie
with a small chapel, decorated with frescoes, whi
personally am not crazy about. But all tastes

are in the nature. On the way down, .
local wGRANINge-

the Mistral: the trees are leaning.

Villeneuve of the 14th (3
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DAY 1 7he Priseee L BeL Tower piSTRICT _ -
I\/I O R N I N G 3 CHARACTERS, My L“NC“' BR

{ aave e AN e o
The Gateway to France 3 HERITAGES This little phasicd! EﬁSQ o e gm%“eﬁe

te. perfect, 1 )
Back in Rue montée de la Tour, | exchange money a VI“eneuve app et{(? e very much, typical of ﬂ,e%:é)()s ﬂ
hotel of the same name. And yes, Villeneuve had its that on the banks of the RhoNE !

currency until 1700... And royal, locates tte dv Vievx- ~Moulin is dt the fot !
Please. Thank yharles.V also observe the remains hgu‘nf Uiower and its feet in the waltT- oy
of the Orsini Palace visible just before the Tower, on RS ; 9 pt 1€ —— =
Rhone sidPope Clementwés one of its famous CHARLES V ' P ~
owners. S ,

This houssowhasan
sall €Xxcellent table d'hote
S (Maison Orsini
F.S%lli Reservation required).
w5 The view of the City of the#s
- L4 Popes s "Cardinal”. | CLEMENT VI | |
The flnal touch of this mornlng is the climb to the top of the
TourPhilippée-Bel 125 steps higher (nobody agrees orjssses
number!), | contemplateunforgettable 360iewAt the & :
same time, watchtower, terminus of the Pont d'Avignc
tollgate, entrance to the Kingdom of France, remains
royal castle... At the top, | feel the weight of the past
the considerable strategic importance that this buildinc
must have had in the 14th century. PHILIP IV

) thpp:@el Tower|
bla, y Guinguette .

— wia 0n Ttot 2
o ——
—_
o
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For me, the Abbey Plain is a kind of Paradise. D
walks how many times have | said "l would so lik

LISLON

even if roods are becoming increasingly rare, the pl
a flood zone.

DAY | %
AFTERNOO e

' ® So | make the most of it by leaving our beautiful medieval
city. Each time | measure how lucky we afeotogoich

THE ABBEY PLAN
_ ‘ historical environment to a space of true Nature, all
The real NATURE at 2 min. few minutes. ﬁ

A digestive stroll is in order. What could be better than a
stroll along the countehannel in t&aine de |'Abbaye.
Whatever the season, it's a magical walk through the monks'
former farmland.

You startfromthe Guinguett@heryou choose the dur

. . aVnIleneuve
short or long versioBee the proposal on the right

At any time, it is possible to go back to the badthl time |
walk around the plain, it is a new discovery. A huge 16th

centuryPLANE TR&BO00 year oldAK tret the end of B I K & D I N N
the canal), magnificer@wof the Fort SainAndré or the

Ventoux, an unusual pine forest (chemin de la Savoye) jdigal i®@¥ent bikes ahe CENTREVILLE
a snack, ab8th century MAte Bourbon), orchards, fields gbtel de I'Ateli@nd ride “ =
wheat and sunflowers, shared gardens, horses or poniesround the Plaine de
(Delphine’s)... 'Abbaye. In the ever¥g

If you are lucky, you will eseeBEAVERS rather their | deserved tapas at i )
works. Because these little rodents are rather nocturnalBarrelor a vegetarian

(well, not so little... A good metre!) dinner alNaturabsolu

Chemin e 12 Digue

_‘,_.:
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DAY 2  THEBURGUET DISTRIT  gurdey s
MO R NN Gx A Ro Bastioe » 7 m i

The oldest district of Villeneuve

After a good breakfast (of course at L'Atelier), | head.
for thePlace du Bourgpleicated just opposite the! :
hotel. Besides the beauty of this small square and the
church obt Pons| enterthe Bourguet districthg@®
Ville Neuve, created in 1293 by Pleiipele The ||
MontAndaon was no longer sufficient (Bourg Saint
André), so the King of France decided to create'a
military district at the foot of it. A sort of "miniature
AiguesMortes", the alleys are narrow, straight and
made up of simple dwellings with no exterior. The
statue ofSt Antoingrotects the whole. | like to pass @
through it rather than use the main roads. Undernea g 0
its calm exterior, it is not uncommon to see local o
residents making up the world and improvisingg
aperitif in the alleys.

-

p  VillEneuve
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The Main Street

Going up the main street of the village (Rue de la République), several atypical places attract my attentioonifies|8fdashandsute. One
of them leads tbe Chapelle des Pénitentq\isitable on request at the Tourist Office). It is a kind of social assistance of the time. It is ac
the formePalais de la Thurr¢@ardinal). Note also the amamjpgsse du Goulet
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DAY 2 1u (RTREUSE pisTRICT 2o
MORNING MH

jh
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The largest Charterhouse in

Cuoe Villeneuve
La Chartreuse? It is the story of a Cardinal, Etieflie

Aubert, who moves dwaythe hustle and bustle of

Avignon, to create a Palace in the peaceful Villeneuve.y 7y AN L .. It has also become a
This cardinal became Pope (Innocent VI). He donaite ANGENUN cultural Mecca

his palace to the Carthusian order. This palace be e
3 g\ La Chartreuse has become a residence for authors. /

the largest and most powerful Charterhouse in the /
Kingdom. For me, the Carthusian monastery is aboPegs cultural bubbling is going on all year long. Its bookshc
become a reference, with more than 10,000 titles dev

all its 3 cloistersall with a different charthe tomb

of Innocent VAnd the frescos of the painter in vogue § 1 - & theatre. | also like to have a hot drink aCHfé
at the timeMatteo Giovannetti g - AgE " littéraire St Jean
|

1 4
1 s

/7

| like to stroll in the alleys surrounding the Chartreuse (Bugade,

-,Q\Amelier, Greniers)! In the vicinity, there is also the ice cream parlpur- TJUNCH BREAK @ H“

- peo. P e T s
& SO s
7 o ST T i W e W IR e e R DA B

2 o s o T A g

’;n;al'l-

cfy|in the cardinal atmosphere, I have lunch at
The Divigne, next to the Paldis de la Thurroye. |
Inventive and local vegetarian cuisingl Anot_her idea,
the former Chartrevse mill. Bistro cuisine in a place
h\steeped in history. Maison Bronzifi.

UENEUVE LEZ VISNEN. ¢
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a4 e I 3 .... - - ' - :
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| also enjoy rediscovering my town and its surroundings

DAYZ Z My the testimonies of these painters and sculptors. Saint An
AFT E R N O C@I Abbey was so beautiful in 1765 in the paikitiniglagow's
> paintingWhat did we do during the Revolution? The pro
THE P'ERRE DE MJMEMBOMRQ MMSEMM Vi||eneuve of the Rhone is also noticeable. When | say that the Hote
I'Atelier was in the water at that time, that is no exaggera
: : The Rhone has receded by about 800 metres with the m
2 masterpieces and 1 magic cupboard developments.

| regularly visit thé/lusée Pierre de LuxembatBoRue de la République. On the ON the top floor there is aisbrth centurynagic’ cupboard.
surface, it seems to be a small provincial museum, showcasing local painters: S&/RgHEde gwdeo show you its secrets.
famous and sometimes less so. It is in reality a much more prestigious place. Th ) -
2 masterpieces in this former Cardinal's Radacar{o Pa)ad&e Ivory Madoifaa

14th century sculpture on the ground floor, of a rare sweetrtbssCarmhation of
the Virgin(altarpiece ofi"floor). This second piece is our pride and joy, and its pai
Enguerrand Quartsna sort of "local star" in Villeneuve. No copyist has been able PR )
reproduce the famous painting, otherwise it would have gone to the Louvre Mug2l .ﬁ-_
was the case for the Pieta by the same painter). This painting would deserve @y s
development. For more details, the library of the hotel includes a book entirelyg
to it. gz

Pierre de Luxembouag made a Cardinal at

the age of 17, but he was only a Cardinal for 10
months, so extreme were the penances he
imposed on himself. On his tombstone, no less
than 1964 miracles are recorded. Adulated and
Patron Saint of Avignon.
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DAY2 = MY oo
AFTERNO O VIIIEI\Euve secret" passage, | |

feel like a privilegeds

THE COLLEGIATE (HURCH OF NOTRE DAME Ef}anZio?se_'i? mh_

Arnaiid, de \fia treasure of

southern Gothic
architecture.

From one Palace to another

After the Ceccano Palace, | heagld@faiafe
the neighbouring Palackrofud de "{/v d/“‘
Via nephew of Pope John XXII. G‘élf'w

fromone Palace to another is the
whole story of Villeneuve! -
Before continuing my walk, | have a 4
bite to eat aViolette,one of the 6 ‘
bakeries of the House, and located
between the 2 palaces. Everything I'
like, local and authentic products. | N
also likehe Magie des Paamsl K

Marcellilbakeries. y
| take the small arched passageway’s
opposite the Town Hall, and then
enter the Palace grounds. In front
of you, the main building of the

Palace. On the |dfte cloister of “4 % ﬂ :

the Collegiate Chuhzhlt after thGJ‘bZU/ WW W EVWQW AVM ‘ m\ - e n 'e:muf,yﬂ”&
death of the Cardinal by the canoﬁ&Wg H passageway VILLENEUVE LEZ AWENIN. ZLUTHE STLIYS.
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f @ i
~ [ DIvNER
I suggest starting with a beer
at the Bdr de ld Mairie, and
continuing with a gald dinner

at L'Emvulsion, or Flo's
Restavrant or Les Jardins de

la Livrée.

DAY 2

AFTERNO
THE COLLEGIATE CHURCH OF NJTRE DAME

The work of a Cardinal

and Canons

Then | enter the Collegiate Church,

originally the chapel of the Palace of e
Arnaud de Via. The belfry was added aboy# S
30 years after his death. | cannot help hut.  E&
admiréhe copy of the PibyEnguerrand
Quartomndherecumbemf the Cardinal

cloister side. 3 p— s G'
| finished my visit with some unmissab| g i : PLACE MIEJIISS@NII{ER
photos, given the targets: the Portal of C— i . o

the Collegiate Church, the Place A
Meissonnier and tgpical arcades of the rue de I'hdpital (former shopping street of Villeneuve, with its markets (s g
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DAY 3 i 7HE BEGNNNG WAS MW'NAT &DAOM

MORNING

68 metres of intimidation

This morning, my mission is to reach the V'Ileneuve -

highest point of Villeneuve, namely Mont

Andaon. For a change, | prefer to go through
the passage and then the rue des recollets | %
(named after a former convent). In this
street, | like to look at the beautiful photo@®
prints of M. Volponi BEvasion Imagiére §
(N°15). On the right is the Tourist Office,
located in the former house of the Maitre du
Port, confirming the close presence of the
Rhone. At the end of the street, on the left, |
takethe fast slopavhich bears its name well.
The climb is steep. But the beauty of this little
calade is well worth the effort. At the junction
with the Montée du Fort (yes, for the choi;»'f'
the street names, we were pragmatic), IS
admire with the same pleasure the splen
of the City of the Popes and its green be
Unless it is that of Villeneuve!

i

| 3 Fort and Abbey
SainAndré
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| like to visit the~ort

first to get a sense of
height.The walkway is a
must. | also loviae view
fromthe Chapelle de
Belvezetwhich allows yo
to contemplate 4 views i
a row (the fortifications
of the Fort, the Philippe
le-Bel Tower, the green
belt andhe City of the
Popes).

DAY 3
MORNING: FRT St AR

Who is the STRONGEST?

| arrive at the foot ofhe Twin
Towersimpressive entrance &S8R 1,
of the fortress. The Capetian J&&
Kings themselves built this {88
fortress in the 13th and 14th &
centuries, not to live in it, but {
mark their territory in the face
Avignon, which was then und@
control of the Holy Germanic ‘i
Empitelhe speakerlike a brain,”
The righthandidds that of t§€ Abbey of Samt .t 3
André, an ultrpowerfuBenedictine abbey of the Y™\
10th century (up to 200 churches and priories
under its control in Provence) and built on the
site of Pilgrimage of St. Casaria (6th century). 4
Thdeft sideis dedicated to the Royal Fort, i.e. the §
defence of the town, the abbey and the surroundl
Two royal treaties in 1226 and 1292 confirmed thig
of strength. From then on, Avignon and then the R
knew this. They had to keep a tight rein on themsg
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DAY 3 B
AFTERNOON My

A visit in a deckchair \li“EI\euve

Then | go to relax in the Abbaye Saint

André. Beyond iitsnarkable gardens in

Franceand its many memorable views, it is

for me a true place of disconnection and

rest. | grab a book and settle into the sun The d

Ingp, -
loungers, always strategically placed in the fffcz'or i:m"") of tha
gardens to enjoy a view. Loy Prestigiy, the ppeo Sery OWnerg. ,
wg@@ (Y /qu an qth” of - dlor
#@5@ d ite e



