On leaving the Atelier hotel, I
start by hunting in the
Magasin. Tons of furniture
and objects at vnbeatable
prices. This shop is located in
a former hotel (the Hotel dv
Midi), which was itself ina
former chapel.

Then, T go vp the rue de la
Foire to reach the place de
I'Oratoire. On the way I say
hello to the Felibre writer
Bruno Eyrié (15 rve de la
Foire), a local figure, and
above all to the mythical couple
Aragon/ Triolet who stayed in
this house in 1942 (7 pl. de
I'oratoire). It was here that
Aragon completed “Les yeux
d'Elsa”. Note la Quéte dv
Graal, an excellent address for
d g0od massage.

I love this square so
much: a hundred-year-old
plane tree, beavtiful
facades, such das those of
the Calvet and
Montanegues hotels, or
of course those of the
Paldis de Canilhac. It is
the prestigiovs
Villeneuvve of the 14th to
17th centuries.
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I walk vp the montée de la Tour,
undoubtedly one of the most beavtiful
streets in Uilleneuvve. The difference in
altitude adds to its charm. I can't help
but enter the old gardens of the
Palais de Canilhac, now called “la Colline des Mourgues”
(Mourgues means “nung” in Provencal). The view from
the north is fantasticl In my opinion, the most beautiful
view of Villenevve. I immortalize this moment for the
umpteenth time. No wonder that great painters, like
Corot, were in love with this hill. If, like me, you are { .
"rabbits", meaning that you always want to reach the® ="
highest point, You will be rewarded, not with a view, but
with a small chapel, decorated with frescoes, which I
personally am not-crazy abovt. But all tastes
are in the nature. 0n the way down, )
look at the work of our dear local wind, I"‘“"”‘JV“"
the Mistral: the trees are leaning.
Impossible to lose the North!
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Ww Gateww’ to France

Back in Rue montée de la Tour, I exchange money at the
hotel of the same name. And yes, Villeneuve had its own
currency vntil 1700... And royal,

Please. Thank yov Charles V. I also observe the remains
of the Orsini Palace visible just before the Tower, on the
Rhone side. Pope Clement VI was one of its famous
OWNErs. 4.
o This hovse now has an

sall Cxcellent table d'hdte

e (Mdison Orsini -

FSll  Reservation required).

L The view of the ity of the
PR i LA Do ¢ s "Cardinal.

The f:nal touch of tlus morn.ng i§ the climb to the top of the

Tour Philippe-le-Bel. 125 steps higher (nobody agrees on the

numberl), T contemplate an vnforgettable 360° view. At the

same time, watchtower, terminus of the Pont d'Avignon,

tollgate, entrance to the Kingdom of France, remaings of a

royal castle... At the top, I feel the weight of the past and

the congiderable strategic importance that this building

must have had in the 14th century.
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The veat NATURE af 2 min.

A digestive stroll is in order. What covld be better than a
stroll along the counter-channel in the Plaine de 1'Abbaye.
Whatever the season, it's a magical walk through the monks'
former farmland.

You start from the Guingvette. Then You choose the duration
short or long version. See the proposal on the right.

At any time, it is possible to go back to the hotel. Each time I
walk around the plain, it is a4 new discovery. A huge 16th
century PLANE TREE, a 300 year old DAK tree (at the end of
the canal), magnificent views of the Fort Saint-André or the
Ventoux, an vnusual pine forest (chemin de la Savoye) ideal for
a sndck, an 18th century MAS (de Bourbon), orchards, fields of
wheat and sunflowers, shared gardens, horses or ponies
(Delphine's)...

If you are lucky, you will even see BEAVERS, or rather their
works. Becavse these little rodents are rather nocturnal
(well, not so little... A good metrel)

For me, the Abbey Plain is a kind of Paradise. During my
walks, how many times have I said "I would so like to live in
By the Plain”.
even if floods are becoming increasingly rare, the plain is in
{§ a flood zone.
)9 So I make the most of it by leaving our beautiful medieval

G city. Each time I measuvre how lucky we are to go from da rich
historical environment to a space of true Nature, all in a
few minvtes.

Villeneuve
BIKE &

Unfortunately, it is an indccessible jewel, because
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INNER

I like to rent bikes at the
Hotel de I'Atelier and ride
around the Plaine de
I'Abbaye. In the evening, o
[ deserved tapas at the
Barrel or a vegetarian
dinner at Natvrabsolv.
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